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Bill intends to safeguard ownership rights of apartment owners: KBG; Stakeholders can offer suggestions till Aug 6

Govt releases draft of
apartment ownership Bill

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Bengalury

THE state government on
Wednesday held a consultative
meeting with apartment own-
ers, associations, and other
stakeholders on the proposed
Karnataka Apartment (Owner-
ship and Management) Bill,
2026, which will come up for
discussion during the Assem-
bly session next month.

Home buyers had expressed
concern over absolute owner-
ship of their share, right over
common area, on-time transfer
of the flat, multiple associa-
tions, delay in projects and oth-
er issues. Talking to owners,
Bengaluru Development Minis-
ter Krishna Byre Gowda as-
sured to look into it.

Addressing the owners and
apartment stakeholders, Gow-
da said the Bill intends to safe-
guard the ownership rights of
apartment owners. Ensuring
ownership of common areas
and common facilities vests
with the apartment owners. He
said that under the new draft,
the associations (apartment)
have to be registered only un-
der this act.

“This is to avoid multiplicity
and wastage of social energy
due tounwanted fights between
two or three associations,” said
Krishna Byre Gowda and add-
ed that the government is only
giving a framework and self-
governance is left to owners
themselves.

Once the new bill sails
through, the existing Karnata-
ka Apartment Ownership Act,
1972, and the Karnataka Own-
ership Flats (Regulation of the
Promotion of Construction,
Sale, Management and Trans-
fer) (KOFA) Act, 1972, will be
repealed. The existing law has
significant gaps related to the
ownership of common areas,
the transfer of undivided

(Chief Minister DK Shivakumar with ministers KJ George, Krishna Byre Gowda, Byrathi
Suresh and KPCC President BX Hariprasad during an interaction session on the Karnataka
Apartment Bill with apartment residents (below) on Wednesday | suasmomas svrases

shares of land, the formation
and functioning of apartment
owners' associations, the main-
tenance of common facilities,
financial accountability, dis-
pute resolution and redevelop-
ment of ageing apartment
buildings. These issues have re-
sulted in prolonged litigation,
uncertainty for homebuyers
and avoidable disputes between
promoters and apartment
owners.

Officials from the Urban De-
velopment Department (UDD)
who gave a presentation stated
that the draft Bill provide a
clear legal framework for regis-
tration and governance of

apartments and establish ac-
countability of apartment own-
ers, builders/ developers and
the association and strengthen
transparency in the mainte-
nance of funds.

Bengaluru Apartment Fed-
eration (BAF) President Satish
Mallya welcomed the draft bill
and said the CM'’s assurance
that the Bill will be introduced
in the Assembly after incorpo-
rating public suggestions is a
highly welcome development.

Public can log on to https//

udd_ karnataka.govin to view the
draft bill and can give sugges-
tion at Koamblriagmail.com

HIGH-RISE
BUILDINGS

Shivakumar said
the government is
encouraging the
vertical growth of
the city through
high-rise buildings,
while simultaneously
widening roads and
strengthening other
Infrastructure. He
said the 132-km
Peripheral Ring Road

(Bengaluru B

Govt committed
to ensuring full
ownership rights
to buyers, says CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Bengalury

CHIEF Minister DK Shivakumar said on

Corridor) is under
construction and the
state continues to
provide the highest
compensation (to
farmers) in the
country for land
acquisition.
Recalling his visit to
Davos, the CM said
international
investors had
expressed keen
interest in investing
in Bengaluru. “Many
investors see
Bengaluru asa
preferred
destination because
investing in Mumbai
and other cities is
more expensive. The
second airport will
further strengthen
Bengaluru's position
as a global
investment hub,”
he said.

Q

E-khatas for
26 lakh of the 40
lakh properties in

Bengaluru have
been issued. No
other city in the
country has
implemented such
asystem

DK Shivakumar,
Chief Minister

y that the state government is
aware of the challenges faced by apartment
owners and it is committed to ensuring full
ownership rights to them.

Interacting with representatives of
apartment owners’ associations on the
proposed Karnataka Apartment (Owner-
ship and Management) Bill, 2026, the CM
said the Bill has been drafted to safeguard
the interests of property buyers and ad-
dress long-pending issues related to apart-
ment ownership, registration and man-
agement. “Our objective is to help people
who have struggled for years to build
houses. Owning a house is not easy. The
government has a responsibility to ensure
that its citizens enjoy their property with-
out any hurdles,” he said.

Highlighting the reforms introduced
by the government, the CM said it began
a revolution by delivering e-khatas to
citizens’ doorsteps. “E-Khatas for 26 lakh
of the 40 lakh properties in Bengaluru
have been issued. No other city in the
country has implemented such a sys-
tem,” he added.

The chief minister said the government
has introduced reforms to improve drink-
ing water supply through groundwater
recharge initiatives and the Cauvery
Phase-V project. He acknowledged that
some developers create trouble in trans-
ferring property rights to purchasers and
promised that the government will engage
with them to ensure a smooth and hassle-
free transfer process.

Shivakumar asked apartment owners
and stakeholders to give suggestions on the
proposed Bill by August 6. “This Bill has
been drafted solely for the benefit of prop-
erty buyers,” he said.

The government has created five city cor-
porations to improve governance and tack-
le civie issues swiftly in areas such as Elec-
tronics City, the airport region and other
new localities, he said.

Stating that Bengaluru has nearly 1.35
crore vehicles, he said the government has
spent around Rs 4,000 crore on road im-
provement and pothole repair work.




Residents urge
clarity on builder
accountability

. 4

BENGALURU, DHNS

partment residents’ as-

sociations have broadly

welcomed thestate gov-
ernment’s move to introduce
a dedicated law governing
apartment ownership and
management, calling it a
long-awaited step towards re-
solving disputes over mainte-
nance,commonareas, builder
obligations and association
governance.

More than 500 represen-
tatives of apartment associ-
ations participated in a con-
sultation chaired by Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar at
the Jawaharlal Nehru Plane-
tarium on Tuesday.

Greater Bengaluru De-
velopment Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda, Additional Chief
Secretary (Urban Develop-
ment) Tushar Girinath, and
senior officials of the Greater
Bengaluru Authority (GBA)
and the Urban Development
Department (UDD) werealso
present.

Addressing the gathering,
Shivakumar said the govern-
ment was committed tointro-
ducing the legislation.

Putbcaton Date
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Apartment owners welcome proposed
law, seek stronger safeguards

3

cmef Mlnister DK Shlvakumar interacts with
of apartment residents’ associations during
aconsultation on the proposed apartment ownership
law at the Jawaharlal Nehru Planetarium in Bengaluru on
Wednesday. Ministers KJ George, Krishna Byre Gowda and
Byrathi Suresh, KPCC Working President BK Hariprasad,
BDA Chairman NA Haris, MLCs TA Saravana and Ramesh
Babu, and former MP Rajeev Gowda were present.
DHPHOTO/B K JANARDHAN

“The government is fully
aware of the challenges faced
by apartment owners and is
committed to ensuring that
full ownershiprights restwith
the property owner,” he said.

“Our objective is to help
people who have worked
hard to build a roof over their
heads. Owning a home is not
easy, and the government has
aresponsibility to ensure that
citizens enjoy their property
withoutunnecessary hurdles,”
he added.

Byre Gowda said apart-
ments in Karnataka are cur-
rentlyregistered under differ-
entlaws. “The new legislation
aimsto bring uniformityin the
governance of apartments,”

the minister said, adding that
the government would incor-
porate feedback received from
apartment owners before in-
troducing the Bill in the As-
sembly.

Residents used the con-
sultation to suggest sev-
eral changes to the draft
legislation.

Among the key demands
were clearer provisions on
parking, with some alleging
that builders were selling
parking spaces earmarked
forvisitors toapartment own-
ers. Others sought manda-
tory provisions on rainwater
harvesting and sustainability
measures.

According to the Bengal-

The government is
0 fully aware of the

challenges faced by
apartment owners and is
committed to ensuring that
full ownership rights rest
with the property owner. Our
objective is to help people
who have worked hard to
build a roof over their heads.
Owning a home is not easy,
and the government has a
responsibility to ensure that
citizens enjoy their property
without unnecessary hurdles.
DK SHIVAKUMAR,
Chief Minister

uru Apartment Federation
(BAF), residents raised more
than 60 questions during the
consultation.

Public feedback

The state government has
invited public objections and
suggestions on the draft Bill
until August 5 before finalis-
ing it for introduction in the
Assembly.

“Karnataka needs a com-
prehensive law that safe-
guards the rights of apart-
ment owners, clearly defines
theresponsibilities of builders,
strengthensapartmentassoci-
ationsand promotes transpar-
ent community governance,”
BAF president Satish Mallya
said, describing the draft Bill
asa historic exercise.

Energy Minister KJ George,
Transport Minister Byrathi
Suresh, and BDA Chairman

NA Haris were also present.
., DH
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Apartment owners get briefing on new law
for property owners from Chief Minister

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Over 500 representatives
from among apartment
owners attended an inte-
raction with Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar and Ben-
galuru Development Minis-
ter Krishna Byre Gowda in
Bengaluru on Wednesday.

The event was a public
consultation on the draft
Karnataka Apartment Ow-
nership & Management Act
(KAOMA) 2025, chaired by
the Chief Minister, at Pro-
fessor U.R. Rao Bhavan, Ja-
waharlal Nehru Planetari-
um, Sankey Road.

According to the Banga-
lore Apartments’ Federa-
tion (BAF), the turnout was
a clear reflection of how
keenly apartment com-
munities await a modern
legal framework for apart-
ment ownership and man-
agement in Karnataka.

Chief Minister D.K. Shi-
vakumar assured apart-
ment owners in Karnataka
that his government stood
firmly with residents in re-
solving long-pending pro-
perty and civic issues.

He informed that the
proposed Karnataka Apart-
ment (Ownership and
Management) Act, 2026

Participants attending an interaction programme with Chief

Minister D.K. Shivak and B

Minister

galuru Develop

Krishna Byre Gowda in Bengal

has been drafted to protect
the interests of home-
buyers, and ensure com-
plete ownership rights. He
presented the salient fea-
tures of the draft KAOMA
2025 Bill.

The government invited
further feedback on the
draft Bill until August 5,
which may be sent by
email to kao-
mablr@gmail.com.  The
Chief Minister assured the
gathering that all feedback
will be duly deliberated
upon, and improvements
incorporated to the extent
possible, and that the draft
Bill will be tabled in the up-
coming session of the Kar-
nataka Assembly for legis-
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lative action.

Interacting with repre-
sentatives of apartment as-
sociations, the Chief Minis-
ter said the government is
committed to addressing
challenges faced by apart-
ment owners through dia-

vest their life savings in
purchasing homes, enjoy
hassle-free ownership and
property rights. He as-
sured that the new law is
being framed solely for the
benefit of property buyers.

Highlighting gover-
nance reforms, the Chief
Minister said Karnataka
has brought about an ‘e-
khata revolution’, with
nearly 26 lakh e-khatas is-
sued (Bengaluru has
around 40 lakh proper-
ties), making it one of the
largest such initiatives in
the country.

He acknowledged con-
cerns over delays in the
transfer of property docu-
ments by some develop-
ers, and assured residents
that the government would
engage with builders to en-
sure a smooth and transpa-

logue and c¢ ion
rather than litigation.

“The voice of the people
must become the voice of
the government. We want
to resolve issues through
dialogue. Let us all work
together as ‘Team Karnata-
ka',” Mr. Shivakumar said.

Emphasising that own-
ing a home is the dream of
every family, he said the
government’s priority is to
ensure that people, who in-

rent process.

He said that the govern-
ment is addressing Benga-
luru’s infrastructure chal-
lenges through projects,
such as the Cauvery
Phase-V  water supply
scheme, groundwater re-
charge initiatives, im-
proved underground
drainage, and the 132-km
Bengaluru Business Corri-
dor  (Peripheral Ring
Road).

Mr. Shivakumar antici-
pated the decentralisation
of governance through five
new city corporations
would help improve civic
administration and speed
up resolution of local is-
sues in rapidly-growing
areas, including Electronic
City and the airport region.

Reaffirming the govern-
ment’s commitment to
making Bengaluru a global
city, he said international
investors continue to view
the city as a preferred des-
tination due to its strong
growth potential. He ad-
ded that the proposed se-
cond airport would further
strengthen Bengaluru's po-
sition as a global invest-
ment hub.

Responding to queries
from residents, the Chief
Minister said the govern-
ment is working towards
making rainwater harvest-
ing mandatory in apart-
ment complexes as part of
sustainable urban develop-
ment initiatives.

Ministers Krishna Byre
Gowda, Byrathi Suresh,
and KJ. George, BDA
Chairperson N.A. Haris,
and KPCC Apartment Cell
chairperson Rajeev Gowda
were present at the inte-
raction.




After a decade, govt. presents draft Apartment Bill

One of the key provisi

ofac o auth

legal

apartments in the State by
introducing the Kamnataka
Apartment  (Ownership
and ) B,
2026, which seeks 10 re-
peal two five-decade-old

asingle piece of legislation.
The lhl Mll be tabled in
the upcoming moasoon

of the Billis the
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The proposed legislation will apply 10 apartment progects with more.
than eight Units. BUAGE FOR SEPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSES
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Another major inchusion
is the transfer of owner-
ship of project land and
common areas to apart
ment owners. While apart-

ties, ownership of these
areas will have to be trans
ferred 10 the apartment
owners. The Bill also pro-

by the owners,
which Is now divided
equally among everyone.
Mandatory audit

The Bill introduces manda
tory structural safety au-
dits for ageing apartment
busldings.

wb Ho-

authority will be vested
with powers equivalent to
those of a civil court.

request,

The Bill also proposes

the constitution of a State
13 and adv

wever, can
only be taken up when 75%
of the flat owners consent
woit.

“Owners who do not
consent to red

owners can move the
court.

Assoclation
It dates the &

will be entithed to compen-
sation of at least twice the

that are more than 30
years old will have to sub-
mit a structural stability
certificate, with fresh certi-

ng market value of
lht' property,” the Bill

Says.
To resolve dispuses, the
legislation proposes a dedi-

of an association of allot-
tees within three months of
more than 50% of apart-
ments in a project being
booked.

, pay maintenance
charges and capital contri-
butions, maintain  their
fhats, and avoid any altera-
tons that the

visory
committee comprising re-

structural safety of the
buikling.

Existing ap s
sociations under

will be for

The
vited suggestions from the
stakeholders through
emadl o kao-
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Draft bill propose
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oF years, apartment
owners in Karnataka
have struggled with
the same set of dis
putes: Who owns park
ing space” What exactly counts
asa common area? How shoukd
maintenance be collectod” What
happens when an aging taild
ing needs redevelopment® And
what rights 85 fiat owners kv
over the land beneath thelr
homes?

The draft Karnataka Apart
ment Ownership and Manage
ment (KAOM), 2025, BUll has
attempted 1o answer these
questions by Iaying down &
common begal rameweek for
apartmest communities Heee
are six of its mast significant
POV isions
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Shivakumar reaches out to residents with ‘sixth guarantee’

Times New NeTowork

Bengaluru: Govt's latest con-
sultation on Karnataka Apart-
ment Ownership and Manage-
ment (KAOM) Bill was as much
a political outreach as a policy
exercise, with chief minister
DK Shivakumar using the oc-
casion to appeal directly to

Bengaluru’s growing apart-
ment population, a constitu-
ency expected to play a key role
in GBA elections.

The event, attended by four
senior Congress functionaries
and representatives of apart-
ment associations from across
the city, underscored the po-
litical importance the govt now

attaches to apartment owners.
Calling the proposed legisla-
tion the govt's “sixth guaran-
tee”, Shivakumar said the bill
intends to protect people who
invest their savings in a home.

The chief minister drew on
his own experience as an apart-
ment owner. “Once a person
buys a flat, problems can arise

right from the agreement stage
to registration and even after
possession. Sometimes, there
are people within associations
who create difficulties,” he
said, recalling a dispute involv-
ing his apartment in east Ben-
galuru’s Benniganahalli where
he was once prevented from
entering the property.

The interaction turned
overtly political when Shiva-
kumar acknowledged that
apartment residents hadn’t
always backed him electorally.

“Though the support went
in different directions in the
past, this time I have trust in
these people that they will sup-
port me,” he further said.
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BAF Welcomes Government's Public Consultation on the Draft
Karnataka Apartment Ownership and Management Act

admin  QJuly 16,2026 © No Comments

BENGALURU, July 16: The Bengaluru Apartments Federation (BAF) has wholeheartedly welcomed the public consultation on the
draft Karnataka Apartment Ownership and Management Act (KAOMA)-2025, chaired by Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri D.K.
Shivakumar.

BAF stated that the Government’s announcement that the draft legislation would be refined after considering public feedback and
introduced in the upcoming Karnataka Legislative Assembly session has brought renewed hope to the apartment community, which
has been awaiting a comprehensive legal framework for several years

More than 500 apartment representatives participated in the consultation held at Prof. U.R. Rao Hall, Jawaharlal Nehru Planetarium,
Bengaluru. The participants shared valuable suggestions and views on establishing a comprehensive legal framework for apartment
ownership, maintenance, and self-governance in the State.

Apart from Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar, the meeting was attended by Greater Bengaluru Development Minister Krishna Byre
Gowda, Addiional Chief Secretary, Urban Development Depantment, Tushar Gininath, senior officials of the Greater Bengaluru
Authority (GBA) and the Urban Development Department.

Speaking on the occasion, BAF President Satish Mallya said, “The Federation fully supports the Government’s initiative to enact a
comprehensive law governing apartment ownership and management in Karnataka.”

“This was not merely a consultation on a draft Bill; it was a historic exercise in which the Government directly listened to the voices
of lakhs of apartment residents. Kamataka needs a comprehensive law that safeguards the rights of apartment owners, clearly
defines the responsibiliies of builders, strengthens the powers of apartment associations, and promotes transparent and self-
governed community management. The Chief Minister's assurance that the Bill will be introduced in the Legislative Assembly after
incorporating public suggestions is a highly weicome development,” he said

BAF General Secretary K. Arun Kumar said that apartment communities had submitted several constructive suggestions during the
consultation to strengthen the proposed legislation. These included protecting the rights of apartment owners, promoting democratic
self-governance, enhancing builder accountability, improving transparency, clearly defining the role of the Competent Authority, and
reducing future legal disputes.

During the consultation, residents raised over 60 questions, all of which were comprehensively addressed by Minister Krishna Byre
Gowda and Additional Chief Secretary Tushar Girinath.

The State Government has invited suggestions and feedback on the draft Bill until August 5, 2026. Stakeholders may submit their
comments via email to E,,‘rgmzml'\:]_‘c;'mml com). BAF has appealed to apartment residents to make use of this opportunity and
submit their valuable suggestions.

“We sincerely hope Karnataka will soon have a modern, transparent and progressive law that protects the rights of apartment
residents. BAF remains committed to extending constructive support to the Government in this important legislative initiative,” the
Federation said in its statement
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BENGALURU, July 16: The Bengaluru Apartments Federation (BAF) has wholeheartedly welcomed the public consultation
on the draft Karnataka Apartment Ownership and Management Act (KAOMA)-2025, chaired by Hon'ble Chief Minister
Shri D.K. Shivakumar.

BAF stated that the Government's announcement that the draft legislation would be refined after considering public
feedback and introduced in the upcoming Karnataka Legislative Assembly session has brought renewed hope to the
apartment community, which has been awaiting a comprehensive legal framework for several years.

More than 500 apartment representatives participated in the consultation held at Prof. U.R. Rao Hall, Jawaharlal Nehru
Planetarium, Bengaluru. The participants shared valuable suggestions and views on establishing a comprehensive legal
framework for apartment ownership, maintenance, and self-governance in the State.

Apart from Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar, the meeting was attended by Greater Bengaluru Development Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda, Additional Chief Secretary, Urban Development Department, Tushar Girinath, senior officials of the
Greater Bengaluru Authority (GBA) and the Urban Development Department.

Speaking on the occasion, BAF President Satish Mallya said, “The Federation fully supports the Government’s initiative to
enact a comprehensive law governing apartment ownership and management in Karnataka."

*“This was not merely a consultation on a draft Bill; it was a historic exercise in which the Government directly listened to
the voices of lakhs of apartment residents. Karmataka needs a comprehensive law that safeguards the rights of
apartment owners, clearly defines the responsibilities of builders, strengthens the powers of apartment associations,
and promotes transparent and self-governed community management. The Chief Minister’s assurance that the Bill will
be introduced in the Legislative Assembly after incorporating public suggestions is a highly welcome development,” he
said.

BAF General Secretary K. Arun Kumar said that apartment communities had submitted several constructive suggestions
during the consultation to strengthen the proposed legislation. These included protecting the rights of apartment
owners, promoting democratic self-governance, enhancing builder accountability, improving transparency, clearly
defining the role of the Competent Authority, and reducing future legal disputes.

During the consultation, residents raised over 60 questions, all of which were comprehensively addressed by Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda and Additional Chief Secretary Tushar Girinath,

The State Government has invited suggestions and feedback on the draft Bill until August 5, 2026. Stakeholders may
submit their comments via email to [kaomablr@gmail.com). BAF has appealed to apartment residents to make use of
this opportunity and submit their valuable suggestions.

*We sincerely hope Karnataka will soon have a modern, transparent and progressive law that protects the rights of
apartment residents. BAF remains committed to extending constructive support to the Government in this important
legislative initiative,” the Federation said in its statement.
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BENGALURU, July 16: The Bengaluru Apartments Federation (BAF) has wholeheartedly welcomed the public
consultation on the draft Karnataka Apartment Ownership and Management Act (KAOMA)-2025, chaired by
Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri D.K. Shivakumar.

BAF stated that the Government's announcement that the draft legislation would be refined after considering
public feedback and introduced in the upcoming Karnataka Legislative Assembly session has brought renewed
hope to the apartment community, which has been awaiting a comprehensive legal framework for several years.

More than 500 apartment representatives participated in the consultation held at Prof. U.R. Rao Hall, Jawaharlal
Nehru Planetarium, Bengaluru. The participants shared valuable suggestions and views on establishing a
comprehensive legal framework for apartment ownership, maintenance, and self-governance in the State.

Apart from Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar, the meeting was attended by Greater Bengaluru Development
Minister Krishna Byre Gowda, Additional Chief Secretary, Urban Development Department, Tushar Girinath,
senior officials of the Greater Bengaluru Authority (GBA) and the Urban Development Department.

Speaking on the occasion, BAF President Satish Mallya said, “The Federation fully supports the Government's
initiative to enact a comprehensive law governing apartment ownership and management in Karnataka.”

“This was not merely a consultation on a draft Bill; it was a historic exercise in which the Government directly
listened to the voices of lakhs of apartment residents. Karnataka needs a comprehensive law that safeguards
the rights of apartment owners, clearly defines the responsibilities of builders, strengthens the powers of
apartment associations, and promotes transparent and self-governed community management. The Chief
Minister’s assurance that the Bill will be introduced in the Legislative Assembly after incorporating public
suggestions is a highly welcome development,” he said.

BAF General Secretary K. Arun Kumar said that apartment communities had submitted several constructive
suggestions during the consultation to strengthen the proposed legislation. These included protecting the rights
of apartment owners, promoting democratic self-governance, enhancing builder accountability, improving
transparency, clearly defining the role of the Competent Authority, and reducing future legal disputes.

During the consultation, residents raised over 60 questions, all of which were comprehensively addressed by
Minister Krishna Byre Gowda and Additional Chief Secretary Tushar Girinath.

The State Government has invited suggestions and feedback on the draft Bill until August 5, 2026. Stakeholders
may submit their comments via email to [kaomablr@gmail.com). BAF has appealed to apartment residents to
make use of this opportunity and submit their valuable suggestions.

“We sincerely hope Karnataka will soon have a modern, transparent and progressive law that protects the rights
of apartment residents. BAF remains committed to extending constructive support to the Government in this
important legislative initiative,” the Federation said in its statement.
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BENGALURU, July 16: The Bengaluru Apartments Federation (BAF) has wholeheartedly welcomed the
public consultation on the draft Karnataka Apartment Ownership and Management Act (KAOMA)-2025,
chaired by Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri D.K. Shivakumar.

BAF stated that the Government's announcement that the draft legislation would be refined after
considering public feedback and introduced in the upcoming Karnataka Legislative Assembly session
has brought renewed hope to the apartment community, which has been awaiting a comprehensive
legal framework for several years.

More than 500 apartment representatives participated in the consultation held at Prof. U.R. Rao Hall,
Jawaharlal Nehru Planetarium, Bengaluru. The participants shared valuable suggestions and views on
establishing a comprehensive legal framework for apartment ownership, maintenance, and self-
governance in the State.

Apart from Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar, the meeting was attended by Greater Bengaluru
Development Minister Krishna Byre Gowda, Additional Chief Secretary. Urban Development
Department, Tushar Girinath, senior officials of the Greater Bengaluru Authority (GBA) and the Urban
Development Department.

Speaking on the occasion, BAF President Satish Mallya said, “The Federation fully supports the
Government’s initiative to enact a comprehensive law governing apartment ownership and
management in Karnataka.”

“This was not merely a consultation on a draft Bill; it was a historic exercise in which the Government
directly listened to the voices of lakhs of apartment residents. Karnataka needs a comprehensive law
that safeguards the rights of apartment owners, clearly defines the responsibilities of builders,
strengthens the powers of apartment associations, and promotes transparent and self-governed
community management. The Chief Ministers assurance that the Bill will be introduced in the
Legislative Assembly after incorporating public suggestions is a highly welcome development.” he said.

BAF General Secretary K. Arun Kumar said that apartment communities had submitted several
constructive suggestions during the consultation to strengthen the proposed legislation. These included
protecting the rights of apartment owners, promoting democratic self-governance, enhancing builder
accountability, improving transparency. clearly defining the role of the Competent Authority, and
reducing future legal disputes.

During the consultation, residents raised over 60 questions, all of which were comprehensively
addressed by Minister Krishna Byre Gowda and Additional Chief Secretary Tushar Girinath.

The State Government has invited suggestions and feedback on the draft Bill until August 5, 2026.
Stakeholders may submit their comments via email to [kaomablr@gmail.com). BAF has appealed to
apartment residents to make use of this opportunity and submit their valuable suggestions.

“We sincerely hope Karnataka will soon have a modern, transparent and progressive law that protects
the rights of apartment residents. BAF remains committed to extending constructive support to the
Government in this important legislative initiative,” the Federation said in its statement.
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